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Youth Empowering
Md. Moazzem Hossain

Youth are the reservoir of energy and strength of a nation that can help augment the
speed of development of any kind while ensuring clarion growth of the economy of the country.
Youth is an emblem of beauty of a person’s life which is embedded with courage, capacity,
creativity, innovation, undying energy, productivity, patience, vigor, freshness, skills, the finest
outlook and what not. In Bangladesh, a bulk number of youths amounted to be 6o millions (06
crores) occupies a significant portion of our total population that are visible and they
demonstrate demographic dividend in the country which is of dire need of the time to use and
explore in order to translate the country’s vision-2041 into reality. By the time Bangladesh, our
lovely land, has been graduated from the LDC to developing country under the able and sagacious
leadership of our Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, a role model of development across
the world. We as youth functionaries believe youth empowering in Bangladesh is bringing about
and taking a root owing to the presence of hundreds of youth across the land. Youth
entrepreneurs are now operating many a variety of businesses in home and abroad through
offline and online media. They come to the touch of development and are taking innovative
initiatives. But we need to focus particularly on rural youth who are large in number and getting
deprived of opportunities like education, health, training, employment, participation,
development and peace.

An overview on youth is required here to provide which refers to a transitional period of
humans between childhood and adulthood. In this period/age there comes some certain
biological, physical, mental and psychological changes. It is a time when a person starts working
by going out of home for livelihood and it is, even, for pressuring from parents. Mind looms large
for making a new family in ¥®@oking out for marriage due to having opposite sex. However,
according to our National Youth Policy- 2017, people irrespective of male and female dwelling in
the country who are in the age group ranging 18- 35 years are called youth. Youth all over the
country may be categorized into many groups: rural and urban youth, educated and uneducated
youth, employed and unemployed youth, school-going youth and school drop-out youth, urchin
and derailed youth, trained and untrained youth, healthy youth and disabled youth, youth
operating organizations and youth out of organizations, married and unmarried youth etc. We
are happy that youth are predominating part of our total population due to youth spectrum in
society. Henceforth, Bangladesh is experiencing youth bulge while the world, apart from
Bangladesh, is in declining trend in terms of growing youth. So, we need to have skilled and
enlightened youth cohort to enrich the country and/or achieve our vision-2041 of turning the
country into a developed prosperous country. As time pass on, the importance of youth work is
drawing more attention on youth work.
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Promoting youth was focused most in the decade of 1980s in international arena. Since
then Bangladesh in line with the international community across the globe put high importance
on youth development by obeying the UN guidelines and declarations. The UN adopted World
Program of Action for Youth (WPAY) the year 2000 and the Beyond which is a milestone and
guidelines for fostering young people all over the world. The UN set some priority areas in the
WAPY and gave a burning call to all its member countries to adopt youth policies, programs
according to their national needs. However, the priority areas numbering fifteen focused by the
UN are as follows: 1. Education, 2. Employment, 3. Hunger and poverty, 4. Health, 5.
Environment, 6. Drug abuse, 7. Juvenile delinquency, 8. Leisure-time activities, 9. Girls and young
women, 10. Participation, 11. Globalization, 12. Information and communication technologies,
13. HIV/AIDS, 14. Youth and conflict, 15. Intergenerational Society. Besides, Bangladesh has been
working with the Commonwealth Youth Program (CYP) having a secretariat in London that has
54-member counties. It has also 4 different regional centers across the world such as (a)
Chandigarh, India Asia Center, (b) Georgetown, Guyana, Caribbean Center, (c) Lusaka, Zambia,
African Center, (d) Honiara, Solomon Islands, Pacific. The CYP provides technical assistance for
national and regional youth policies and creates youth development frameworks, guidelines and
tools. For better performance in terms of establishing projects by youths, the CYP gives awards
to the youth too. It also encourages youth to receive productive training skills and boosts youth
exchange programs among its regional centers. Bangladesh from time to time has been working
with the UN bodies like ECOSOC, UNDP, UNV, UNFPA, FAO, ILO, UNESCO and with many
renowned national, regional and international organizations to standardize youth work.
Department of Youth Development under the Ministry of Youth and Sports, Bangladesh is putting
paramount importance on professionalization of youth work as a new separate paradigm.

Now it is time for Bangladesh to get abundant benefits from demographic dividend getting
involved youth in development process all the more to materialize our vision-2041 i.e. turning
Bangladesh into a developed prosperous country by 2041 let alone achieving the goals of SDGs,
the Agenda 2030. We should remember that country’s development largely depends on youth
development. In other words, we can say that we need youth empowering for them in one
hand and for the nation on the other. We need skilled and productive youth force for reducing
poverty and unemployment that can drive out frustration while enhancing economic growth
and development in view of their existence and overall development on the whole.
Intergenerational solidarity should be galvanized to help boost inclusive social development
and build a better world for living for all in the world changing scenario. The theme of
International Youth Day-2022 includes the same saying, “Intergenerational Solidarity: Creating
a World for All Ages.” Department of Youth Development under the Ministry of Youth and
Sports, Bangladesh has a clear and clarion role to work on the theme through awareness
building other than making awareness on such things as impedes development process and
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pollution, human trafficking, climate change etc. It is undenying, youth are always in the
forefront of development to propel and navigate the journey of overall development of the
country. Without their empowerment we can no way expect any sort of wellbeing and
development of the nation. Investment in youth in development is a must. We have to go a long
way to nourish the youth community in order to ensue resilient progress, peace, participation
and development. We should, in this regard, remember a Chinese adage,

“If you plan for one year, plant paddy,
If you plan for ten years, plant trees, and
If you plan for 100 years, plant the youth.”

How well we can empower youth at grassroot level?

DYD creates employment opportunity for youth at home and abroad after providing certain
level of skills and capacity on certain occupations/ trades. As we have a mushrooming growth of
population in the country, we need to export skilled manpower/ youth to overseas for
employment in order to annihilate population explosion. From this perspective DYD has to launch
English language program soon in district level to make the youth fluent in speaking English so
that they can be able to exchange views and ideas with foreign people comfortably with
maintaining a minimum level of accuracy apart from receiving acceptance and dignity. It is high
time DYD started Communicative English language training program.

DYD needs to be connected with a computer software company to make its trainees known
to the industry people to access job facilities based on their diverse skills and competencies with
a view to facilitating and boosting employment volume all the more. | cannot but appreciate DYD
for its recent initiatives of linking youth entrepreneurs with nogad.com/khushrapaikari.com.

The innovative registered youth organizers may arrange a camp in their district level (in the
area of YTC) lasting from 1 to 2 days in a year to show down their skills, capacity and contribution
they made to their community people with video clips, and thereby the campus of YTC will be
animated. DYD functionaries and training managers will find a plenty of pleasures and
inspirations for what they did for young organizers in terms of leadership development.

Moreover, society or their community people will be benefited that will consequently ensure
sustainable and resilient development.

Deputy Director, Department of Youth Development, Shariatpur.
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